
“Voila”
A Production Stage Concept for Jules Massenet’s 1899 opera Cendrillon (Cinderella)

Goals and Objectives:
To develop a fully realized production 
concept for Jules Massenet’s 1899 
opera Cendrillon, which will be 
performed by the Florida State 

University Opera program in Fall 2025. 
Źe goal is to create a visually and 
emotionally compelling staging that 
honors the opera’s fairy-tale magic 
while also highlighting its deeper 
emotional themes of identity, 

resilience, and transformation through 
innovative use of scenic, video 
projection, costume design.

Methods
Employ contemporary stagecraƃ and 
design techniques, supported by 

interdisciplinary research drawing from 
folklore studies, Belle Époque 
aesthetics, and psychological 

interpretations of fairy tales. Źese 
approaches inform both the design and 
direction, enriching the exploration 
of Cendrillon’s themes through a 

synthesis of historical context, symbolic 
imagery, and narrative insight that will 
be fully displayed in the video 

projection samples featured herein.
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Impact
FSU Opera’s production of Cendrillon will 
be livestreamed and broadcast globally 
via PBS/WFSU on October 30th, 2025, 
expanding access and appreciation for 
opera worldwide. Nationally, the director’s 
previous productions have gained wide 
recognition, leading to restagings by 
professional companies across the U.S. 
bringing visibilaty to the FSU Opera 
program. Locally, the performances will 
engage the Tallahassee community while 
offering FSU students vital professional 
experience, advancing the program’s 
mission to provide world-class opera 

training.training.


